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imanointctl with  eighteenth-century  sympathy, borders perilously upon the ludicrous.
In the same year in which " Edwin and Angelina" was printed, Goldsmith again attempted to earn a livelihood as a physician.    This step, prompted by the uncertainty of his finances, is said to have been recommended by Reynolds, by Mrs. Montagu (to whom he had recently become known), and  other friends.    Evidence   of  his resumed   profession  .speedily appeared   in  his   tailor's account book, which, under the date  of  June,  1765, records the purchase of purple silk small clothes, and the orthodox "scarlet roqnelaure buttoned to the chin " at four guineas and a half.    These excesses must have been productive of others, for, in the short space of six months, three more suits are charged for, and this expenditure involves the complementary items of wig, cane, sword, and so forth.    After these followed a man-servant.    But all this lavish equipment seems to have failed in securing a  practice.    We hear,   indeed,   of one patient, whose moving story is told by Prior as he had received it from a lady* to whom .'Reynolds had related it:   "He [Goldsmith] had been called in to a Mrs.   Sidebotham,  an acquaintance, labouring under illness, and having examined and considered  the  case, wrote his prescription. The quality or quantity of the medicine ordered, exciting the notice of the apothecary in attendance, he demurred to administer  it to the patient; an argument ensued, which had no effect in convincing either party of error, and some heat being produced by the contention, an appeal was at length made to the patient, to know by 1 MVH. G\vyn, vide post, p. 155.